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IIn order to be the king of the
garage at our shack, you have to be more
than pretty — you also have to be pretty fast. 

In our last issue of UTV Magazine we introduced readers to
our ongoing Kawasaki Teryx build project: the Pimped-Out
Party Wagon. After several simple bolt-on upgrades, it was a
classy ride, heavily modified for rider comfort, underbody pro-
tection, usable cargo space and riding in style.

In the first installment, we added Pro Armor bumpers, A-arm
guards and full under-body skid plates that gave it a tough and
smooth aluminum underbelly. Kolpin Powersports’ Half-Folding
Windshield, Center Console, Cooler Trunk and Sport Roof with a
stereo mount, a JBL stereo and Beard’s incredible Super T-1 sus-
pension bucket seats made sure everybody was comfy and enter-
tained while aboard. Wheels from MotoSport Alloys, Kenda’s
Bounty Hunter ST tires and Speed Industries’ Performer steering
wheel and Finger Grip shifter jazzed up its appearance. We spent
a hefty $5,105, without even touching performance mods. 

Now that comfort and style were adequately attended to, our
stock-performing Teryx was in need of a serious surge in perform-
ance. Nothing against the admirable capabilities of a stock Teryx,
but instead of cruising beaches, campgrounds and buzzing
around the yard, we wanted our Teryx to drift through tight woods
corners, glide over rocky trails, speed away from lesser machines
in a straight line and throw a fat roost wherever it went. 

With that in mind, we had to pick the right components to
take our Party Wagon UTV to the next level — high performance
trail riding. 

Draft Picks
Kawasaki’s Teryx is already a stout per-
former, governed at a zippy 48 MPH and powered
by a 749cc V-twin beast that’s shared with its Brute Force
ATVs. It’s a great engine that makes Kawi’s Brute Force one of
the most fiercely powerful quads on the market, and the Teryx
one of the best side-by-sides to tweak for better performance. 

For stage II, we were after better acceleration, more torque,
a higher top speed and a meaner exhaust note — without mak-
ing it inordinately loud. 

As Kawasaki originally released the Teryx as a carbureted
rig, like our 2008 model, our project would need to build power
the old way — proper jetting to hit the right air/fuel mixture with-
out the help of a slick, compact EFI controller. 

We had no plans of tearing into the engine itself, but decid-
ed to round up the best aftermarket accessories around for get-
ting more out of the Teryx, widely regarded as a very capable
platform for a sporty build project. 

The Roster
First we nosed around to see what’s working for other Teryx
builders. We heard good things about Muzzys Performance
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lation of Bluhm’s Bi-Xenon kit was quick
and simple. HID lights have a distinct
look with an icy blue hue and, most
importantly, they produce much, much
more light than halogen or xenon bulbs. 

One may think headl ights are a
superfluous modification, but the differ-
ence is, how shall we say, illuminating.
Whether you ride in the dunes or the
woods, having this much light is more
fun for riding, and will highlight deer,
bears, jaguars, desert fox, robots or
whatever else you’ve got jumping across
your path. They also look really cool. 

Practicing To Play
We were crunched for time, wanted to
ride as soon as possible and knew tear-
ing into the Teryx’s clutch was no easy
task for the inexperienced. We leaned on
the expertise of Jason MacDonald, a
highly skilled private technician, to quick-
ly install most of the components, make
sure they played well with each other
and to help us meet our deadline. 

With so many drastic changes to driv-
ing characteristics and the air/fuel mix-
ture, getting the clutching and jetting
right took some trial and error.
Thankfully, Dalton’s clutch kit
was easy to customize. Jason
chose the softer of the two pri-
mary  c lutch spr ings for  a
smoother engagement.

Also, we had to move from a
Stage 1 to a Stage 3 jet kit from
Dynojet, which has a kit to match
all modification levels. Together
with the air box, expect a 45-
minute installation. It initially ran
starved for fuel and sluggish on
top, but once it was dialed in,
our Teryx starts without hiccup
and runs smoothly throughout
the powerband. Jason is con-
vinced even more power is pos-
sible with more fiddling, but the
Teryx runs and sounds great —
and is now significantly faster in
all conditions. 

The Muzzys exhaust was an
easy upgrade, with the removal

of our Pro Armor skid plates. It bolted in
piece-by-piece, required the addition of
a fuel heat shields on the upper frame rail
and near the back of the motor, and took
a total of two hours. It’s a high-quality
setup, and emits a fantastic burble from
the pipes. 

Igni t ion module and coi ls  f rom
Dynatek were another easy addition —
just a matter of plugging it in under the
driver’s seat. 

As the cargo bed was already off to
install the exhaust, getting the shocks
and reservoirs mounted took 45 minutes.
After some trial and error, we set up our
front suspension with a .25-inch increase
in preload, and took the rears down one
full turn. Also, we slowed down the rear
damping two clicks to reduce rear-end
kickback over larger bumps. 

Game Day
Once we had everything running properly,
it was finally time to take the souped-up
T-rex out for a stroll. Thankfully, many of
Minnesota’s ATV riding areas are open to
UTVs (called Class 2 ATVs by gophers),
and we headed for Pine Center — one of

those awesome little towns you’d miss if it
weren’t for the bar/restaurant and the tire
repair shop. We were able to park right in
“town” and hit the trails — a nice mix of
open fire roads and tight, rocky cross-
country trails. 

The Teryx will bite you within the first
turn of the key, as the more powerful
engine belches a muscular exhaust note
out of the Muzzys canisters. Also imme-
diately noticeable, the clutching means
a slightly later drive engagement, so
there’s a small delay when you hit the
gas pedal before forward motion com-
mences — a standard trait with a mod-
ded clutch.

Once rolling, throttle response is sig-
nificantly more aggressive with the new
clutching, and the rig feels like it’s ready
to pounce at a moment’s notice, yet still
easily controllable. Hitting the trail in the
project beast, it’s clear you’re riding in
something more fierce, comfortable,
capable and specialized for trail duty.
This thing hauls!

The built Teryx accelerates harder,
sounds better and hit 64 MPH on the
speedo on one stretch of open trail — all
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Our modi f ied Teryx  has more
power plus better handling after
our stage II additions.
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cornerstones of the project.
Riding shotgun is a speedy side-by-

side (with safety gear and an experi-
enced driver, of course) can be an
entirely different experience than driving
behind the wheel, as your safety rests in
the hands of another. One passenger
said: “I thought I was going to die,” even
though he really meant to say, “That was
awesome – let’s go again!” Another
passenger admitted some anxiety, but
lifted the driver’s confidence saying he
maintained his faith, while holding on
tight.  Aggressive driving is one thing,
and recklessness is another — we
respect the difference and kept the rub-
ber side down.

While the extra speed was nice, and
allowed our Teryx to keep up with the big-
bore quads along on the ride, Dalton’s
clutch transformed its personality and
made even slower-speed trails a total
blast. With a slight stab of the gas, the
Teryx was able to drift through corners —
a handful, but in a really good way. 

Elka’s custom shocks were also a

revelation on the trail, providing a seri-
ously soft ride (with less body roll than
before) that belies the constant rocks
and jagged roots we traversed. Instead
of making a racket, and making the driver
feel the machine is getting beaten to
pieces, big bumps were hardly felt and
only encouraged the driver to keep on it
and maintain speed through rough sec-
tions. While they may be pricey ($2,860
for all four), it’s an upgrade that was
worth the money in handling gains.
Should you be looking to spend less on
your suspenders, Elka’s got less full-fea-
tured side-by-side shocks available for
much less.

Post-Game
Speaking of cash, we racked up a tab of
$5,105 in Part 1. In our second round
we spent $5,401 — a total of $10,506
in upgrades that doesn’t include the
machine’s original purchase price. With
that, we’re in nearly $21,000. While
most won’t be able to throw down on the
whole package just for fun, we highly

recommend every component we select-
ed for this project. Nothing disappoint-
ed, and everything was chosen to
enhance rider comfort, improve perform-
ance and make our Kawasaki Teryx 750
even more fun. Mix and match to build
your own souped-up Teryx. 

It may have the ability to terrify your
passenger, but our project machine is
one of the most fun things you’ll find on
four wheels and is tame enough for any
riding style.

Any regrets? With this much power,
we’d love a set of half doors, some head-
er-wrapping tape to reduce in-cab heat
levels and a stronger set of brakes.
Jason would remove some aluminum
mass from the tip of the Dalton fly-
weights in the primary clutch for quicker
revving or investigate different cams for
the secondary clutch. 

Aside from that, this was a highly
rewarding project that wasn’t overly
intensive (except the clutch mods) and
exposed all the inner talent we knew was
lurking within our T-rex. 




